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appeared perfeftly blind. Hence we concluded that the 
pigeon alfo had been abfolutely blinded by the fhock. 

..e biggeft animal we have yet killed or try’d to kill 
with the eleftncal ftroke, was a well grown pullet. 

23. Reading in the ingenious Dr. Hales's account of 
the thunder ftorm at Stretham, the efFed of the lightning 
m ftnpping off all the paint that had covered a gilt 
moulding of a pannel of wainfcot, without hurting the 
reft of the paint, I had a mind to lay a coat of paint 
over the filleting of gold on the cover of a book, and 
try the effedt of a ftrong elecftrical flafh fent through that 
gold from a charged flieet of glafs. But having no paint 
at hand, I pafted a narrow ftrip of paper over it ; and 
when dry, lent the flafh through the gilding j by which 
the paper was torn off from end to end, with fuch force, 
that it was broke in feveral places, and in others brought 
away part of the grain of the Turky-leather in which 
it was bound j and convinced me, that had it been paint- 
ed, the paint would have been ftript off in the fame 
manner with that on the wainfcot at Stretham. 

24. Lightning melts metals, and I hinted in my pa- 
per on that fubjed, that I fufpeded it to be a cold fu- 
fion ; I do not mean a fufion by force of cold, but a 
fufion without heat. We have alfo melted gold, filver, 
and copper, in fmall quantities, by the eledrical flafh. 
The manner is this : Take leaf gold, leaf filver, or leaf 
gilt copper, commonly called leaf brafs or Dutch gold : 
cut off from the leaf long narrow ftrips the breadth of 

a ftraw. 
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a ftraw. Place one of thefe ftrips between two ftrips of 
fmooth glafs that are about the width of your finger. If 
one ftrip of gold, the length of the leaf, be not long e- 
nough for the glafs, add another to the end of it, fo that 
you may have a little part hanging out loofe at each end 
of the glafs. Bind the pieces of glafs together from end 
to end with ftrong filk thread ; then place it fo as to be 
part of an eledrical circle, (the ends of gold hanging out 
being of ufe to join with the other parts of the circle) 
and fend the flafli through it, from a large eledrified 
jar or ftieet of glafs. Then if your ftrips of glafs remain 
whole, you will fee that the gold is miffing in feveral 
places, and inftead of it a metallic ftain on both the 
glaffes; the ftains on the upper and under glafs exadly 
fimilar in the minuteft ftroke, as may be feen by holding 
them to the light j the metal appeared to have been not 
only melted, but even vitrified, or otherwife fo driven 
into the pores of the glafs, as to be proteded by it from 
the adion of the ftrongeft Aqua Fortis and A^iM.egia. I 
fend you enclofed two little pieces of glafs with thefe 
metallic ftains upon them, which cannot be removed with- 
out taking part of the glafs wdth them. Sometimes the 
ftain fpreads a little wider than the breadth of the leaf, 
and looks brighter at the edge, as by infpeding clofely 
you may obferve in thefe. Sometimes the glafs breaks 
to pieces ; once the upper glafs broke into a thoufand pie- 
ces, looking like coarfe fait. Thefe pieces I fend you, were 
ftain’d with Dutch gold. True gold makes a dai'ker ftain, 
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